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ACTION EA-14 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 NEA-10 ADP-00 CCO-OO SSO-OO USIE-00 

PM-09 H-02 INR-09 L-03 NSAE-00 PA-03 RSC-01 PRS-01 

SS-14 T-03 OMB -01 GAC-01 ACDA-19 10-13 DPW-01 RSR-01 

INRE-00 /131 W 

009218 

O R 091210 Z MAR 73 

FM AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 2947 

INFO WHITE HOUSE IMMEDIATE 

CIA 

DOD 

AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
AMEMBASSY PHNOM PENH 
AMEMBASSY SAIGON 
AMEMBASSY WARSAW 
CINCPAC 
USDEL FRANCE 

CONFIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 1751 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MOPS, PINS, PFOR, LA 

SUBJECT: JOINT MILITARY GROUP MEETING: LPF 

REVERSES POSITION 

REF: VIENTIANE 1709 

1 . JOINT RLG/ LPF GROUP CONCERNED WITH MILITARY ARTICLES 
OF VIENTIANE 1973 AGREEMENT MET TODAY AS SCHEDULED. JUDGING 
FROM PRESS CONFERENCE REMARKS AFTERWARDS, LPF IS RENEGING 
ON ITS AGREEMENT IN PRINCIPLE ON CERTAIN FEATURES OF 
CEASEFIRE IMPLEMENTATION REPORTED REFTEL. 
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2. LPF SPOKESMAN SOTH PHETRASY TOLD PRESS BOTH SIDES HAVE VERY 
DIFFERENT VIEWPOINTS. IN PRESENT MEETINGS, LPF WISHES 

ONLY TO DISCUSS AND STUDY PROCEDURES AND INSTRUCTIONS 
ON TROOP WITHDRAWAL, CEASEFIRE, POW EXCHANGE, ESTABLISH 
MENT AND FUNCTIONING OF JOINT COMMISSIONS, AND OTHER 
ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT. SOTH SAID JOINT COMMISSION 
PRESCRIBED IN AGREEMENT CAN NOT BE FORMED NOW, BECAUSE GROUP 
NOW MEETING MUST FIRST HAVE INFORMATION ON NUMBER OF FOREIGN 
TROOPS AND THEIR NATIONALITIES IN LAOS AND OTHER SUCH SUBJECTS. 

3. RLG SPOKESMAN GENERAL BOUNTHIENG, IN DEJECTED TONE, 

TOLD PRESS HE HAD EXPECTED LPF TODAY TO HAVE IN HAND 
THEIR ANSWERS ON HIS PROPOSALS YESTERDAY FOR THREE MOBILE 
TEAMS IN VIENTIANE AND 46 TEAMS THROUGHOUT REMAINDER OF 
COUNTRY. BOUNTHIENG SAID LPF REFUSED TO ANSWER 

HIS QUESTIONS AND HAD DISAVOWED WHAT HE THOUGHT WAS THEIR 
AGREEMENT IN PRINCIPLE TO CONSIDER THEM. 

4. OUR OBSERVER AT PRESS CONFERENCE ASKED SOTH FOR 
HIS OPINION ON THE THREE MOBILE TEAMS AND 46 FIELD 
TEAMS. SOTH SAID HE DID NOT AGREE TO THEM AND QUESTION 
MUST BE DISCUSSED FURTHER. HE ASKED SOTH WHETHER LPF 

WAS WAITING FOR FORMATION OF GOVERNMENT BEFORE ADDRESSING 
MILITARY QUESTIONS. SOTH REPLIED THAT TWO QUESTIONS 
WERE NOT RELATED: " GOVERNMENT WOULD ONLY DEAL WITH 
INTERNAL POLITICAL MATTERS, NOT MILITARY QUESTIONS." 

5. LPF SPOKESMAN STATED THAT TWO SIDES HAD NOT AGREED 
ON DATE OF NEXT MILITARY GROUP MEETING , WHICH LPF HAD 
LEFT TO RLG DEL TO PROPOSE. 

GODLEY 
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